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Mid-point Response Effect for 0-100 Scale Questions and its Impact: Analysis of Feeling Thermometer
Responses for Political Parties and Politicians
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We investigated the mid—point response effect of feeling thermometer questions for political parties
and politicians. Data were collected in a joint survey conducted by Yomiuri Shimbun and Waseda
University and included thermometer responses for five political parties, individuals without a
supporting party, and thirteen politicians. Results revealed that (a) more inflation of mid—point
response to thermometer for political parties was observed in individuals who were less interested
in politics and (b) more inflation of mid-point response or zero—degree response to thermometer
for politicians was observed in individuals who were less interested in politics. Furthermore,
analysis of the data revealed that the more difficult it was to quantify the respondents’ feelings
for a given politician, the more mid-point or zero—degree responses occurred. These results suggest
the presence of uncertain or “don’t know” responses among mid-point and zero—degree responses

However, the impact of the effect was limited to the total survey results
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