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From Negative to Positive: Transformation of Political Consciousness — Political consciousness
survey of high school students in Saitama City (2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2021, 2022) —

A IR

Masao Matsumoto
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Saitama University Social Survey Research Center conducted a political consciousness survey of
all students at three municipal high schools in Saitama City immediately after the House of
Councillors elections in July 2022. The surveys that targeted municipal high school students
have been conducted four times in the past, in July 2016, October 2017, and November 2021.
When looking at the results of five surveys from 2016 to 2022, specifically the items of
“political satisfaction” and “trust in politicians” , it became clear that the political
dissatisfaction and distrust in politicians that had been observed until now are being resolved.
There are signs of transformation from a negative to positive one in the consciousness and
impressions of politics among high school students
Additionally, a correlation between political consciousness, such as political satisfaction and
trust in politicians, and voting orientation was inferred, which was mediated by information
sources (or news sources).
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10-years of Public Opinion Research “Saitama Shimin Seiji Isiki Chosa” (2013~22)
— Life-Style and Political Consciousness of citizens of Saitama City

A IEAE

Masao Matsumoto
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A survey of results over time was conducted for the same questions in the political
consciousness survey of citizens of Saitama City that has been annually conducted by
the Saitama University Social Survey Research Center. The following two main trends
could be confirmed in the 10-year transition from 2013 to 2022.

First, the rapid increase in ownership of smartphones as a communication tool and
information source device was common across all age groups, from the young to the elderly,
and has greatly changed the lifestyle of citizen.

Second, the co—existence of “political dissatisfaction” and “negative image of
politicians” , which have been standard trends regarding political consciousness, has
been decreasing since the COVID-19 pandemic. Above all, this applied to middle—aged and
older people in their 50s and above.
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High School Students and Voters: Comparing Political Attitudes

- From the 2016 and 2022 Upper House Election Political Consciousness Surveys -
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