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The Potential of Online Surveys in Local Elections
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The Asahi Shimbun conducted an online survey of the access panels (registered monitors) owned by a
research firm for five of the gubernatorial and mayoral elections held in the April 2023 local elections.
The survey support rate for each candidate obtained in the online survey was closer to the election
results than those in the RDD survey. In the online surveys, support rate for the Japan Restoration
Association tends to be higher than actual support rate, so some countermeasures are needed in
forecasting. The online survey also showed a tendency for the incumbent candidate's support rate to be
higher. More experimental surveys need to be conducted to better understand the characteristics of the
online surveys.
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Internet Survey and Prediction Method for the 2022 House of Councillors Election

A Bl

Masafumi Fukuda
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The Yomiuri Shimbun and Yahoo corp. (Line Yahoo) conducted an experimental internet survey for the 2022
House of Councillors election. Multilevel Regression and Poststratification (MRP) was applied to the survey data
collected in 16 electoral districts and the results showed a certain improvement in the mean absolute exror
between the predictions and the share of the vote of the candidates.
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d-SURVEY as a New Alternative to RDD: Further Improvements During the 2023 Unified Local
Elections and By-Elections

T A

Takahiro Hirata
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The Social Survey Research Center (SSRC) has conducted lots of election surveys using d-SURVEY in
five by-elections (for both houses of the Diet) held in April 2023, and two by-elections (for both houses of
the Diet) held in October 2023. d-SURVEY is an internet survey targeting personally-owned smart
phones and the design of this survey is fundamentally different from traditional telephone RDD surveys,
up to the establishment of the population and the acquisition of the probability sample. While telephone
surveys are limited by the fact that they suffer from low connection and response rates, d-SURVEY is
unique in its ability to obtain a stable sample in terms of both quality and quantity by randomly
selecting survey targets from a population of approximately 65 million people nationwide which is more
than 60% of Japan's voters. SSRC has accumulated sample characteristics data by region through
election surveys and established two models, the "distribution design model" and the "adjusting model,
that bring the sex and age distribution of the response sample closer to the distribution of the voting
population. In this way, SSRC has managed to improve the accuracy of opinion polls.
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Political Attitudes and Voting Behaviors of the Citizens of Saitama: From the 2023 Saitama
City Council Elections Follow-up Survey
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The Saitama University Social Survey Research Center collaborated with the Saitama
Election Administration Committee in May 2023 to conduct a follow-up survey (“Saitama
Citizens’ Attitudes towards Politics and Elections”) following the Saitama City Council election
held in April. This paper provides an overview of voter attitudes toward politics and elections,
with a focus on the motivations behind their voting behavior.

Prior to this, the Saitama University Social Survey Research Center and the Saitama Election
Administration Committee had jointly conducted a survey in 2019, and the Saitama University
Social Survey Research Center had also independently conducted one after the 2015 election.
Using the results of all three surveys, the trends over time were traced, focusing on the
distinctive elements of voting behavior.

A comparison of the indicators revealed that “time to the poll location” was an effective variable
for discriminating whether a voter “voted or did not vote.” Further, “time to the poll location”
was also a discriminatory factor for those who “voted,” in the context of whether they voted “on
the day or before the day of the poll.”
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